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Eulogy by Sister Theresa O’Sullivan  
 
Wee have come together this morning to celebrate the life and death of our dear 
Sr. Seraphina. Our faith tells us that a Christian funeral is more than a farewell; it is 
a farewell until we meet again when every tear will be wiped away. 

 

Sincere sympathy to Seraphina’s nieces and nephews, extended family, friends, 
neighbours and FMDM Sisters who are gathered here today. A special thought for 
Monica, her niece, who had to leave on an early morning flight for the United 
States. 
 
Seraphina was born in Castlebar on 5th April 1927 and was baptized Annie Teresa.    

She was the second eldest in a family of three sisters and two brothers.  Seraphina 

is predeceased by her parents - Bill and Nora, her sisters Nora and Margaret, her 

brothers Noel, and Raphael who was a De La Salle Brother. 

Seraphina became a member of our Congregation in August 1945. She was a 

Mayo woman through and through. Any presentation Seraphina made, the first 

fact established was that she was from Castlebar. She loved her native county, and 

especially her family and friends. With them she had strong, loyal and enduring 

bonds, they were an important part of her identity. 

In community, Seraphina was a most kind, generous and supportive member. She 

always looked out for others and, especially younger sisters who joined our 

Congregation here in Ballinasloe. She was always far-sighted and encouraged 

sisters  who did their nurse training in Portiuncula, to learn much more than was 

required of them in examinations because, she was aware that many of them 

were destined to work in very difficult circumstances in Africa and elsewhere and 

shoulder a great deal of responsibility, especially with the lives of women and 

children.   

Seraphina did her nursing studies in St Luke’s hospital Guildford in Surrey. It was 

there in 1951 that she met her life-long friend and esteemed colleague, Sr 



Madeleine who had come from Penang, Malaysia, to peruse her nursing studies. 

Little did they know that they were destined to work together for very many years 

in the Madonna School of Nursing attached to Portiuncula Hospital. 

At this point I would like to thank the representatives of Portiuncula Hospital who 

are here this morning.  Your presence is greatly appreciated. A special welcome to 

all the past pupils who have attended today. I am aware that many of you have 

travelled long journeys to be with us. 

Now if Seraphina had her way I wouldn’t be saying any of this – she never spoke 

about her own achievements! I have here a copy of an article that appeared in the 

‘Surrey Advertiser’ on 22nd October 1952 - 67 years ago almost to the day!  The 

heading ran: Sister Seraphina, ‘Brilliant Trainee,’ is Hospital Gold Medallist. The 

paper states that a hospital official told the ‘Surrey Advertiser’ that Sister 

Seraphina was one of the most brilliant trainees to pass through the Training 

School in Guildford.   

This morning as I look across at the Nursing School building, I can only try to 

imagine how it was in 1953 when Seraphina set-up the Training School. Times 

were hard, resources were few and Convent life was very austere. However 

Seraphina was ahead of her time and knew what had to be done. She started the 

school of nursing in 1953.  In 2002 (49 years later) the introduction of the new 

University based programme for student nurse education was imminent.  The 

Nursing School was transferred over to what was then the Western Health Board. 

Seraphina was a conscientious and exacting teacher and she demanded the best 

from her students. She had the ability to clarify difficult information in simple, 

intelligible language. Seraphina saw the greatest potential in every student. She 

had their welfare at heart and was always aware that she was preparing them for 

the sacred duty of caring for the sick. 

Seraphina was Principal of the Nurse Training School for 29 years. She always had 

a great yearning to go to Africa to work for the poor and sick, and after much 

persuasion of those in-charge, her request was finally granted. She left for 

Zimbabwe in 1983 and worked there for six years. 



Seraphina’s preference would have been to work in one of our isolated and poor 

Mission Hospitals but once again the need was for her to work as nurse tutor, 

training African nurses. Her invaluable experience and ability were of tremendous 

benefit in the preparation of these women for the Health Services in Zimbabwe 

and elsewhere. 

On her return to Ireland she pursued a Diploma in Religious Studies in Dundalk. 

After her year of study she returned to Portiuncula and did some part-time 

teaching. Soon after, she went to the United States to train in the area of Mission 

Effectiveness and spent a number of years in this ministry in Portiuncula hospital. 

Seraphina had her failings as we all have, but she was caring, honest and single-

minded.  She was aware that her vision of how things ought to be, did not always 

correspond with the vision of others. Instead she called on God more and more to 

give her a clearer and truer vision. 

In and around 2008, it was with great sadness that we observed Seraphina’s 

gradual loss of the precious gift of her memory.  With an increasingly frail body 

and the once sharp mind now diminishing, she bore her suffering with great 

serenity. With her rosary beads in her hands, one could get the glimpse into the 

eternal peace that we confidently pray is now fully hers. 

We all have our own special memories of Seraphina, all precious and sacred and a 

source of great comfort to us in our loss. Seraphina has left us… and we miss her 

greatly. The bonds and memories that were created in joy and sadness during her 

lifetime, continue to nourish and sustain us as we continue on our journey. 

We bid a fond farewell to our dear sister.  We are certain that the angels and 

saints will accompany her to her heavenly reward where Christ is waiting to 

welcome her in His loving embrace. 

You will continue to live in our hearts Seraphina. We will remember a good life 

lived in a spirit of compassion, generosity, kindness and love. 

May you now rest in perfect peace, the peace you so well deserve.   Amen 


