
A Message from Sisters Mary Byrne and Brid O’Sullivan 

Brid and Mary thank you all most sincerely for your presence here today and for your sharing in 

this joyful celebration of our recommitment to FMDM life. Our years in Africa, UK and Ireland have 

been lived to the full and taken us on very different pathways. 

We especially thank all FMDM sisters who journeyed with us. We remember all who were part of 

our original group. Those living and working overseas, those who have departed this life,                    

Sr Josephine Hayes and Sr. Incarnata Burton, and those who have taken other paths in life. 

We thank our families and friends, you who are here, those unable to come and those who have 

died especially our parents whom we believe still surround us with their loving presence. 

We thank our FMDM sisters who have shared our life, especially our own communities, all in       

Franciscan Convent who are ever welcoming. A big thanks to Fr. James Connolly OFM Cap 

(Franciscan) just retuned from Zambia who kindly accepted to celebrate Mass. 

Today will be a day to remember with gratitude. 

Mary and Brid 



Sr. Brid’s journey started from…. 
CLANEA County Waterford IRELAND, 
then to Ballinasloe IRELAND when she discerned 
her vocation with the FMDM sisters in 
Ballinasloe IRELAND. From there she went  
to Ladywell in ENGLAND. Brid was missioned to 
ZAMBIA and NIGERIA for many years and  
finally returning to her own home country IRELAND.  

O’Sullivan Family 



Sr. Mary’s journey started from…. 
COOLNISMEER County Waterford IRELAND.  
 

Then Mary responded to God’s call and joined the                  
FMDMs in Ballinasloe IRELAND. From there,                 
she went to Ladywell in ENGLAND our               
Motherhouse where Mary supported many 
sisters going to or leave  missions overseas.  
 

In 2004, Mary’s dream of going to Africa            
became a reality when Mary was assigned to 
Zimbabwe. A full circle of journeys!                  
Mary is now back in Ballinasloe IRELAND. 

T h e  BY R N E  FA M I LY  

THE STORY behind the Farm House Jubilee Cake  

This cake was made in the shape of the farmhouse 

where Mary was born and grew up. Her father said 

that gardens were for growing things to eat and not 

as ornaments. Hence the cabbage patch in the front 

of the house! Her sister-in-law got a baker from  

Dungarvan to bake the cake! 


