FRANCISCAN MISSIONARIES OF THE DIVINE MOTHERHOOD (FMDM)

OUR FIRST FOUNDATION IN
IPOH, MALAYSIA
It began in 1960 when Mr Foo Yet Kai, an Ipoh tin-miner well-known as a philanthropist, hearing
that FMDM Sisters wish to extend their work to the Federation when opportunity arose, offered
as a gift a magnificent Chinese mansion set in four acres of lawns and gardens (see picture below).
Sadly, Mr Foo Yet Kai met an untimely death in 1961, but his son, Mr Foo Wan Thot, honouring
his father’s intention, transferred the property to us on Saint Patrick’s Day 1962.
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New hospital for Ipoh
IPOH, Thurs —
A new 32-bed private hospital in Chung Thye Phin Road here, run by the
Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood will be ready for use next month.
The first mission hospital in Perak, it will be named Our Lady’s Hospital.

Naturally, despite the spaciousness, the lovely wide corridors, patterned mosaic floors and cool
verandahs, there was considerable work to be done interiorly to adapt the mansion for use as a
Hospital. The transformation was completer, however, for the Opening Day of Our Lady’s Hospital, on
6th April 1965. The Ceremony, performed by Madam Foo, included the unveiling of a sculptured
bust ensconced in a Memorial Pavilion, of Madam Foo’s late husband, Mr Foo Yet Kai. Bishop
Chan of Penang was present to bless the proceedings.

Our Lady’s
Hospital

Initially, Our Lady’s Hospital, ringed by the blue-green limestone hills of Ipoh, had 32 beds and
served mainly maternity, medical and paediatric patients. Later a small theatre provided for limited
surgery. The first Superior was Sister Campion Lowe, formerly the Principal Tutor of our Mandalay
Road Training school.
Within a year of two of the Opening, the Ipoh Sisters had discerned the most pressing local need as being for a Children’s Hospital, which would serve, in particular, the really poor and lower-income families of
the neighbourhood and outlying kampongs. Plans for this project were well under way by 1966;
and in 1968, the First Sod was ceremonially cut by Mr Foo Wan Thot.
By 1967, the Hospital was well-enough established to engage in an outreach apostolate.
In Ipoh, The Children’s Hospital, an outgrowth of Our Lady’s
Hospital, was formally opened in the presence of Bishop Gregory
Yong of Penang, by the Honourable The Minister for Health,
Tan Sri Haji Sardon bin Haji Jubir P.M.N., on 5th January 1970.
This was the first specialist Children’s Hospital in the State of
Perak and it was complete with an Isolation Unit; a Babies’
Ward; Wards for Toddlers and one for Older Children; as well
as a Ward of single rooms for very ill children in need of special care.

Sister Stephen with patient arriving
by pedicab. Our Lady’s Hospital
IPOH. 1968

Sister Juliana in the
Children’s Hospital.
Our Lady’s, Ipoh 1972

Importantly, since the idea was that the Hospital should serve primarily the poorest of the poor
living in shacks in over-crowded kampongs—it was realized that the fact of our Hospital being
there first and foremost for their children, and that the inability to pay was by no means an
impediment, would need to be made known to the villagers themselves. Accordingly, the Sisters
took turns to visit the kampongs to propagate this information. Sister Thomasina Sewell took on
the Indian villages, walking through, vigorously—shades of Saint Francis Xavier! — ringing an
old-fashioned school bell, to gather the mothers! Having assembled her audience, she then
proceeded, in fluent Tamil, to ‘sell’ the Hospital, in the terms outlined above. Sister Juliana Chin
covered the Khek and Cantonese speaking villages.
In no time, there was never an empty bed; and the out-patient clinics, from which children were
referred to Specialist Paediatricians—literally Honorary Consultants—were full daily.
Extract taken from booklet ‘Golden Jubilee of Presence in Singapore and Malaysia’ written by Sr. Peggy Allan FMDM (pages 13-18)

FMDM Mission Statement
‘Today the world
cries out for communion and healing,
reconciliation and peace.
as FMDMs we are
inserted into the mission of the church,
sharing the joy, the pain and the suffering of our brothers
and sisters wherever we are sent.’

In the late 1970s the German Brothers of Mercy built a 120 bed general hospital in Ipoh, Fatimah
Hospital.
In 1983 the FMDM sisters closed Our Lady’s hospital and moved to Fatimah Hospital to
administer it for the German brothers.

—————————————————————————————

"May Christ teach you what you are to do"
At the end of his life,
Saint Francis of Assisi said,
"I have done what was mine to do
may Christ teach you what you are to do."

